My Recipe Book — Feature Guide
🍽️  My Recipe Book
Everything you can do — in plain English


This is your personal recipe app — built exactly the way you wanted it. It lives on your own computer, it's entirely yours, and nobody else controls it. This document walks through every single thing you can do with it, written the way a normal person would explain it to a friend.

📖  Your Recipes
Adding a new recipe
When you add a recipe, you're not just typing in a title and calling it a day. Every detail has its own field:

	📷  A photo
	Upload any image from your phone or computer. It shows on the card and the detail page.

	⏱️  Prep time
	How long it takes to prepare, in minutes.

	🍳  Cook time
	How long it actually cooks.

	⏰  Total time
	Filled in automatically from prep + cook, but you can override it.

	🍽️  Servings
	How many people it feeds. Defaults to 4.

	📊  Difficulty
	Easy, Medium, or Hard — shown as a coloured badge on the card.

	🔥  Calories
	Per serving, in kcal.

	💪  Protein
	Grams per serving.

	🌾  Carbs
	Grams per serving.

	🫙  Fat
	Grams per serving.

	🌿  Fibre
	Grams per serving.

	🧅  Ingredients
	Each ingredient has its own line with a name and an amount. Add as many as you need.

	📝  Steps
	Each preparation step is numbered automatically. Add as many steps as you need.



Categories and tags
Every recipe can be tagged in three ways, which makes filtering later incredibly powerful:

🥩  Ingredient tags  — what's in it. For example: Chicken, Pasta, Salmon, Vegetarian. You define these yourself.
🌍  Style tags  — what kind of dish it is. For example: Italian, Asian, Comfort Food, Quick. You define these too.
⭐  Custom tags  — anything else you want to label it with. Completely freeform. You create the categories.

Display tags — choose what shows on the card
Each recipe card in the overview only has room for a few tags. You get to hand-pick up to 4 tags that appear on the card itself, so at a glance you see exactly what matters most to you. The rest are still there when you open the recipe — they just don't clutter the card view.

Editing a recipe
Every single field can be changed at any time. Nothing is ever locked in. Open a recipe, hit Edit, change whatever you want, and save. If you accidentally start making changes and decide you don't want them, you can cancel and nothing is touched.

	The app will warn you if you try to leave the edit screen with unsaved changes — so you'll never lose work by accident.



Duplicating a recipe
Found a recipe that's almost right but you want a variation? Hit Duplicate. It creates a full copy with "(copy)" added to the name — or "(kopie)" if you're in Dutch — and you can edit the copy freely without touching the original.

Deleting a recipe
If you no longer want a recipe, you can delete it permanently from the edit screen. It asks you to confirm first, so there's no accidental deleting.

🍹  Your Drinks
Adding a new drink
Drinks have their own tab and their own add form — built the same way as recipes, but without any nutrition fields. Every detail still gets its own field:

📷  A photo
Upload any image from your phone or computer. It shows on the card and the detail page.
⏱️  Time to make
How long it takes to prepare and mix, in minutes.
🍸  Servings
How many glasses it makes. Defaults to 1.
📊  Difficulty
Easy, Medium, or Hard — shown as a coloured badge on the card.
🧊  Ingredients
Each ingredient has its own line with a name and an amount. Add as many as you need.
📝  Steps
Each preparation step is numbered automatically. Add as many steps as you need.

Drink type tags
Every drink can be tagged with the kind of drink it is, so you can filter the Drinks tab the same way you filter recipes:

🍹  Drink type  — Vodka, Gin, Rum, Whiskey, Tequila, Wine, Beer, Liqueur, or Mocktail for non-alcoholic drinks. You define and manage this list yourself, in settings — just like the recipe tag categories.

Editing, duplicating, and deleting a drink
Works exactly the same as recipes. Open a drink, hit Edit, change anything, and save — the app warns you if you try to leave with unsaved changes. Duplicate creates a full copy with "(copy)" added to the name — or "(kopie)" if you're in Dutch — so you can tweak the copy without touching the original. Delete removes a drink permanently, after asking you to confirm first.

Finding, filtering, and sorting drinks
The Drinks tab has its own search bar and filters, exactly like the recipe browser. You can filter by any combination of:

🍹  Drink type  — show only Rum drinks, only Mocktails, and so on.
📊  Difficulty  — only show Easy drinks, or only Hard when you're feeling adventurous.
👤  Owner  — if multiple people use the app, filter to only your own drinks.
❤️  Favourites only  — see just the drinks you've hearted.
🆕  Never made  — show only drinks you've added but never actually made yet.

And you can sort the list by Recently added, Recently made, Most made, or Name — the exact same options as recipes.

Favourites, mark as made, and comments
Drinks get the same heart icon for favourites, the same "mark as made" button that bumps a made-count and records the date you last made it — with the same reset options if you want to start fresh — and the same comments section for notes on how it turned out. Your favourites, made-counts, and comments are your own, exactly like recipes.

Adding a drink to your meal plan
Drinks can be added to your meal plan as an extra. When you add a snack or extra to a day, you'll be asked to choose between a Quick item — like before — or Pick a drink. Picking a drink lets you search your drink library and add it straight to that day's extras, sitting right alongside your quick items.

🔍  Finding the Right Recipe
Searching
Type anything into the search bar and the list instantly filters down to recipes whose title matches what you typed. It's fast and forgiving — you don't need to type the full name.

Filtering
This is where the tagging pays off. You can filter by any combination of:

🥩  Ingredient type  — show only chicken dishes, only pasta, only vegetarian, and so on.
🌍  Style  — show only Italian, only quick meals, only comfort food.
⭐  Custom tags  — any category you've defined yourself.
📊  Difficulty  — only show Easy recipes when you're tired, or only Hard when you want a challenge.
👤  Owner  — if multiple people use the app, filter to only your own recipes.
❤️  Favourites only  — see just the recipes you've hearted.
🆕  Never made  — show only recipes you've added but never actually cooked yet.

All filters work together. You can search for "chicken", filter to Easy difficulty, and show only your favourites all at the same time.

Sorting
You can sort the recipe list in several ways:

🆕  Recently added  — the newest recipes you've added appear first. This always reflects when you actually added the recipe, not when you last edited it.
🍳  Recently made  — the last recipe you cooked shows up first.
🏆  Most cooked  — your most-used recipes bubble to the top.
🔤  Name  — simple alphabetical order.

❤️  Keeping Track
Favourites
Every recipe card has a heart icon in the corner. Tap it and the heart fills in solid red — the recipe is now one of your favourites. Tap again and it's removed. Simple as that. Each person who uses the app has their own separate list of favourites.

Mark as made
When you cook a recipe, you can mark it as made. The app records today's date as the last time you made it, and it adds one to a cook count so you can see how often you've made it over time.

Cook count and last-made date
Open any recipe and you'll see how many times you've cooked it and when you last made it. If you want to reset the counter back to zero — maybe you're starting fresh — you can do that. And if the date is wrong or you want to clear it, you can wipe that too. Full control.

Comments
Every recipe has a comments section. You can leave notes for yourself — how it turned out, what you'd do differently, substitutions that worked well. Your name and the date are added automatically. You can leave as many comments as you want, and you can delete individual ones if you no longer need them. Other people using the app can leave their own comments too.

📅  Meal Planning
Planning your week
The app has a built-in meal planner where you can assign recipes to specific days and meals. Map out your whole week in advance — breakfast, lunch, dinner, whatever structure you use — and all the recipe details are right there when you need them.

Quick items
Not every meal is a full recipe. You can add quick items to your planner — simple things like "toast" or "leftovers" — that don't need a full recipe page. They sit alongside your planned recipes in the week view.

Clearing days
Made a mess of the plan? You can clear individual days or wipe a range of days clean and start over.

📋  Menus
What is a Menu?
A Menu is a named collection of recipes — like a dinner party plan, a weekly rotation, or a themed meal set. It's separate from the meal planner and built more like a curated list you can share.

Creating and editing a menu
📝  Give it a name  — shown on the card and the detail page.
📷  Add a cover image  — upload a photo that displays on the menu card in the overview.
📄  Add notes  — write anything you want about the menu. Up to 1 000 characters. A counter at the bottom shows you how many you've used.
🥘  Add recipes  — search your recipe library and add as many as you like.
🍽️  Set servings per recipe  — each recipe in the menu can have its own serving count, adjusted with + and − buttons.

Sharing a menu
Every menu is either private or shared. Private means only you (and the app admin) can see it. Shared means everyone who opens the app — including guests who aren't logged in — can view it.

	Notes on a shared menu are visible to everyone. Notes on a private menu are only visible to you and the admin.



Saving other people's menus
When someone shares a menu, you can save it as a bookmark. Saved menus appear in their own tab so you can find them quickly without hunting through all the shared menus. You can also adjust the serving sizes on a saved menu independently — your portions don't affect what anyone else sees.

Shopping list
From any saved menu, you can generate a shopping list. It compiles all the ingredients from all the recipes, adjusted for the serving sizes you've set. Everything you need, in one place.

Calories at a glance
The menu card shows the total calorie count for the whole menu, automatically calculated from all the recipes inside it. Handy for meal prep or tracking.

👥  Multiple Users
Everyone gets their own space
The app supports multiple people logging in with their own accounts. Each person has:

❤️  Their own favourites  — what you heart is yours alone.
📅  Their own meal plan  — your week, your schedule.
🔖  Their own saved menus  — the menus you bookmark are private to you.
💬  Their own comments  — when you comment on a recipe, your name appears.

Knowing who added what
Recipe cards can show the name of the person who added that recipe, so in a shared household you always know whose creation you're looking at. You can also filter the recipe list to show only your own recipes.

The admin
One account is the admin. The admin can edit or delete any recipe and any menu — even ones they didn't create. They also see everything, including private menus from other users, and have a special "All menus" tab that others don't see.

🌍  Language
Dutch and English
The entire app is available in both Dutch (Nederlands) and English. Every button, every label, every message — the whole interface switches. Even things like "(copy)" when you duplicate a recipe use the right word in the right language: it becomes "(kopie)" in Dutch automatically.

📦  Import and Export
Backing up your recipes
You can export your entire recipe library as a backup file at any time. This gives you a file you can save on your computer, a USB drive, or cloud storage — a safety net so your recipes are never lost even if something goes wrong with the app.

Restoring from a backup
You can import that backup file back into the app whenever you need to. To test whether your backup is healthy: open the app in a private browser window, import the file, and check that all your recipes appear correctly with their photos and tags intact.

Importing from Word or PDF
Found a recipe in a Word document or a PDF? You can import it directly. The app reads the file and tries to pull the recipe information out automatically, saving you from retyping everything by hand.

Importing via photo (OCR)
Have a recipe in a photo — maybe a screenshot, a picture of a cookbook page, or a scanned card? The app can read the text in the image and extract the recipe from it. It's not perfect, but it can save a lot of typing.

✨  The Little Things
These are the details that make the difference between an app that's merely functional and one that actually feels good to use.

While you're editing
💾  Ctrl+S to save  — press Ctrl+S (or Cmd+S on a Mac) at any moment while editing a recipe and it saves instantly. No need to scroll down and find the Save button.
🔴  Unsaved changes dot  — a small red dot appears in the bottom bar whenever you have unsaved changes, so you always know at a glance whether you've saved or not.
⚠️  Leave warning  — if you try to close or navigate away with unsaved changes, the app asks you to confirm. No accidental lost work.
⏱️  Auto total time  — if you fill in prep time and cook time, the total time calculates itself. You can still override it if needed, but you usually won't have to.

While you're browsing
🖼️  Images load as you scroll  — photos only load when you actually scroll to them, so the page doesn't slow down even if you have hundreds of recipes with photos.
⚡  Instant search response  — the search bar feels immediate as you type, but the filtering only actually runs a fraction of a second later. This means the typing never feels sluggish even with a large library.
🔝  Back to top on navigation  — every time you go back from a recipe detail to the overview, the page scrolls back to the top. No more ending up halfway down the page.
📅  "Recently added" is honest  — when you sort by Recently Added, the recipe you added today is at the top. This used to break when you edited an old recipe (editing would push it to the top). That's fixed — editing never changes where a recipe sits in the Recently Added order.

Ingredients autocomplete
When you're typing an ingredient name in a recipe, the app suggests names you've already used across your other recipes. So "Chicken breast" only needs to be typed in full once — after that, it appears as a suggestion whenever you start typing it again. Keeps your ingredient names consistent without any extra effort.

Macros add up automatically in menus
When you build a menu and assign serving counts to each recipe, the total calorie count for the whole menu updates instantly. You can see at a glance whether the week's dinner plan is light or indulgent without doing any maths yourself.

Your tag categories are yours to manage
The ingredient categories, style categories, and custom tags aren't fixed. You go into the settings and add new ones, rename the list, or remove ones you no longer use. When you remove a category, it's automatically cleaned up from every recipe that had it — no manual tidying up needed.

The heart icon
When a recipe is in your favourites, the heart icon on its card is fully filled in solid red, with a crisp white circle behind it. It's immediately obvious at a glance which recipes you love, without having to look closely.

Menu cover images
You can give each menu a cover photo just like recipes. If you don't upload one, the app generates a pleasant coloured gradient instead — so the overview never looks empty or broken, even for menus without photos.

Menu notes character counter
The notes field on a menu shows a live counter as you type — for example "342/1000" — so you always know how much space you have left without having to guess.

🛡️  It's All Yours
This app runs entirely on your own computer. Your recipes, your photos, your meal plans — none of it goes to any external server, no company has access to it, and there's no subscription. It's as private as a handwritten notebook, but with all the convenience of a modern app.

You can back it up yourself, restore it yourself, and use it for as long as you want. It works in any browser on your network and requires no internet connection once it's running.

	This is a custom-built app made exactly to your specifications. Every feature in this document exists because you asked for it or because it makes your specific way of cooking easier.
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